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printing only official communiques in the matter and
not permitting the other side to defend itself, the
alleged acts of a small group of intellectuals were
ascribed to the entire class with the result that millions
of white collar workers, innocent of wrongdoing, have
shared in the general opprobrium and popular persecu-
tion that have resulted from such acts.

After each of the political trials in the past three
years thousands of white collar workers were dismissed
from their places. Each government office instituted a
"chistka" or clean-up and men were retained or dis-
charged in accord with their social origin. Of the dis-
charged men some were given such credentials as would
enable them to find work in other institutions, though
at a much smaller salary. Others were sent away with-
out any recommendations, which meant that they could
find no employment other than that of the lowest types
of labor.

THE question whether the Soviet government is perse-
cuting the former intellectual classes because of their
participation in anti-soviet acts, or whether these
groups, or more correctly certain members of them,
have participated in anti-soviet acts in retaliation for
their persecution by the government, is like the
proverbial question as to which came first, the chicken
or the egg. The outstanding factor in the situation is
that after fourteen years of Communist rule the